[Computer tomography in the diagnosis of aortic aneurysms (author's transl)].
The paper describes the diagnosis of ten thoracic, 20 abdominal and three peripheral arterial aneurysms by computer tomography. This permits a definite diagnosis by a non-invasive method, it defines the extent of the aneurysm and the amount of thrombus in the aneurysm; it permits recognition of a leak and is painless and without risk and can be performed rapidly. Morever, computer tomography provides an accurate control of growth of the aneurysm. In some cases a dissection can be recognised. The use of adequate quantities of intravenous contrast medium prevents any possibility of an incorrect diagnosis. The extent and density of the aneurysms, their lumina, clot and wall thickness, as determined by computer tomography are described. The values are compared with the aortic diameters of patients with normal vessels. The advantages of the method, compared with other procedures, are discussed and its role in the diagnosis of aortic and peripheral arterial aneurysms is described.